


How & When to Pay 

During Tenancy 

Pay annually on the tenancy 

anniversary via direct payment or

rent credit. Notify tenant in writing

of chosen method. 

Upon Tenancy End Upon Property Transfer 

Pay all unpaid accumulated interest at the Dispose of all accumulated 

same time and in the same manner as the interest per CA Civil Code 

security deposit return (per CA Civil Code § 1950.5(g) and § 1950.5(h).

§ 1950.5(f)).

Historical Interest Rates (1990-2025) 

Period Rate Period Rate 

1990-2000 5.00% 2013 0.15% 

2001 2.00% 2014 I 0.18% 

2002 0.00%* 2015 0.12% 

2003 1.00% 2016 I 0.06% 

2004 0.26% 2017 0.07% 

2005 1.21% 2018 I 0.07% 

2006 1.74% 2019 0.06% 

2007 2.39% 2020 I 0.23% 

2008 3.22% 2021 0.06% 

2009 1.76% 2022 I 0.03% 

2010 0.55% 2023 0.04% 

2011 0.29% 2024 I 0.52% 

2012 0.22% 2025 4.32% 

*No interest required for 2002 per Ordinance 175020.

Tenant Remedies for Non-Payment 

If a landlord fails to pay the interest, this would constitute a complete defense to an unlawful detainer 

action.  In addition, the tenant may file a civil action - including in Small Claims Court - to 

recover the amount owed (per RSO § 15 l.06.02(G)). The Rent Stabilization Division does not 

investigate these complaints; it is a civil matter. 

Questions? Contact: 
Los Angeles Housing Department (LAHD): (866) 557-RENT [7368] I housing.lacity.gov
CA Civil Code §1950.5 inquiries: LA County Consumer Affairs - (800) 593-8222 

L
ennis P. Block & Associates, APC: (323) 938-2868 I 455 N. Moss St., Burbank, CA 91502




